
Peace, dignity, family, love and even laughter- that’s what the 
Aurora House provided my mother; ALL the things she deserved 
and our family cherished. My mom was always there for us (her 
kids and grandkids) and the Aurora House gave us that space in 
return for five days before she gained her angel wings. My brothers 
and I are forever grateful and only hope many other families could 
experience the gift of the Aurora House in their time of need.
Shannon Parmela 
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Letter from the President

Scan here to donate!

Dear Friends,

I want to share a story with you.

I was recently speaking with a friend I have not 
seen in many years. When I mentioned that I am 
involved with Aurora House Comfort Care Home, 
he looked at me in confusion and asked what that 
was. I have been asked that question countless 
times and my answer is always the same, “Imagine 
a comfortable, cozy, and welcoming home, 
with about 75 family members who love you and 
are willing to care for your every need; that is 
Aurora House. We care for you when you cannot 
care for yourself, and we take the responsibility 
from your loved ones’ shoulders. Our mission is to 
ease a person’s transition into death by offering 
dignified, loving, and compassionate care.” 

Once my friend overcame his surprise, he asked 
how much this service costs. He was amazed to 
hear that our residents are never charged a fee 
for the services we offer them. Nor do we receive 
government support or insurance reimbursement; 
we survive on the generosity of our community. 
Fundraisers, private donations, and grants make 
up our yearly budget. His amazement became 
admiration for such an organization.

Aurora House has been in existence since 2007. 
Our community proudly offered gifts and support 
to help make this dream of a Comfort Care Home 
a reality. We have welcomed residents since 2010, 
and while we are a very small nonprofit, we are 

proud of the contribution we have made to our 
neighbors in need. Over and over again, we
have helped residents at the most difficult time of 
life – the end of life. We offer families and friends 
a safe, calm, and protected space to deal with the 
loss they are facing.

The end of life is a hard topic to consider when 
we are just living our lives, day to day; it is 
uncomfortable to focus on what Aurora House 
staff and volunteers deal with so skillfully on a 
daily basis. This can make it challenging to get 
the message out about Aurora House, but we 
need your support.

Please take just a brief moment to realize how 
essential you are to the Aurora House mission. Your 
generosity enables us to continue providing our 
crucial services to those who need it most. We are 
deeply grateful for any support you can offer and 
look forward to an ongoing partnership with you.

Warmly,

Marj Smith
President, Aurora House

2Annual Report 2024 2Annual Report 2024



The Carey family was able to appreciate their mother’s last 
moments in the comforting spaces at Aurora House.  They were 
able to gather and enjoy time at the end of Joann Carey’s journey.

 “ As we prepared meals, and put together puzzles, and 
solved world problems over endless cups of coffee, Kasey 
and her staff took care of Mom’s needs.  The staff of Aurora 
house kept Mom ready for her final journey so we could 
chart a new course with Mom in our hearts instead of at 
our sides. We filled that house with laughter and love 
so that Mom could go home.”
Son Michael Carey

Family Feature

Aurora House is a safe and comforting place 
for all who enter!

Aurora House allows families to relax and enjoy 
each other’s company. 

My mother suffered a short but very difficult battle with lymphoma. 
Everyday was a new emotional hurdle for our family to overcome. 
After 4 months of struggle, it was determined that she needed to 
be moved to Aurora House. As difficult as this experience was, 
Aurora House may have been the only institution that made us feel 
that everything might be okay. Every staff member was supportive, 
kind and thoughtful. They coached us through the next steps of our 
mother’s journey. The living room and kitchen felt like home as our 
family and friends came to visit. More laughter than tears filled the 
air in our mother’s final days . Mom always loved a party, and we 
think this is exactly how she would have wanted it. Aurora House 
and the people that work there will always hold a special place in 
our hearts for the kindness and peace they provided.”
Son Tim Carey 

“

3Annual Report 2024



Between September 2023 and August 2024 expenditures 
were $347,829 and donated revenue totaled $312,000, 
resulting in a budget deficit of $35,829. $66,000 in 
Grant dollars was awarded to fund specific projects 
and partial operating expenses.  Payroll accounted for 
$186,988, and resident care cost averaged $700 per 
resident per day.

Forty-eight residents and families were served between 
Sept. 2023 and Aug. 2024. This brings the total community 
members served to 323 since our doors opened in 2010. 

Financial Transparency

48
Residents This Year

323
Residents Since 

Opening

$700
The daily cost to care for a 

resident is

Both Beds Empty: 29%
$66,000

Grant Revenue

$347,829
Total Expenditures

Donald F. & Maxine B. Davison Foundation  
$30,000

Killian J. & Caroline F. Schmitt Foundation 
$30,000

Charles J. & Burton S. August Family Foundation  
$3,000

Frank & Jean Iacovangelo Family Foundation Inc. 
$2,000

Masonic Service Bureau of Greater Rochester, NY Inc. 
$1,000

TOTAL GRANTS - $66,000

Grant Spotlight

$312,000
Donation Revenue

One Bed Full: 27%

Both Beds Full: 44%
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Volunteer Spotlight in Memoriam.

The Board of Directors is thrilled to announce 
Sue Habbersett as the inaugural member of
the Aurora Legacy Society. Sue dedicated her 
time and talent to Aurora House through the years 
and left a legacy gift to the House in her estate 
after her death. Sue was a treasured volunteer 
and friend of Aurora House.  

Carol Kirkpatrick
Longtime Volunteer Caregiver 
& Baskets and Brunch 
basket coordinator 

 “ Sue joined the Aurora House early on as a volunteer to 
work on our benefit programs. In the beginning we all 
worked on anything that we could dream up just to make 
money. The Starry Night & Baskets & Brunch were her 
most treasured events.

She had an adventurous spirit and many talents, always 
doing a perfect job, and holding all of us accountable too.  
This past year I missed her so much while working on the 
baskets, we always did so well together.  If they give out 
stars in heaven for every time someone thinks of you, 
she must have thousands. 

She had many other volunteer activities and even moved 
from Spencerport, but still made the drive to work with us.  
I hope she knows how much we appreciated her devotion.     

Needless to say she will be missed for a very long time 
by all her friends at Aurora House.”

The family of Aurora House 
volunteers fulfills many roles. 
The one thing all have in 
common is their love of 
and dedication to the 
Aurora Mission.

Weekly Caregiver 
Volunteer Shifts
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15th Anniversary Year of Celebration

15th Anniversary 
Masquerade Ball
May 3, 2025
6-10 p.m.
ARTISANworks
565 Blossom Rd
Rochester, NY 14610

Join us in celebrating Aurora House’s 15th Anniversary at our 
spring Masquerade Ball! In addition to an amazing venue 
and fabulous eats, will be dancing the night away to live music 
by The Dawgs, with a special appearance by comedian Dan 
Viola.  Reserve your tickets in advance--and don’t forget

Navigating Grief 
and Loss

Every other Thursday beginning 
October 10th, 2024
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
At the Aurora House

Support group for those who have 
experienced the death of a loved 
one on how to navigate grief.

Butterfly Release and Picnic 
for Aurora House Families 

August 2025  
Time TBD
At the Aurora House

Aurora House families will be 
invited to a butterfly release and 
picnic in honor of their loved ones 
who have died.  

Luminaries

February 2025 
Time TBD
At the Aurora House

Lighting candles is a sign of hope and 
comfort, and acts as a reminder of 
the light our loved ones brought into 
our lives. The Aurora House Lights of 
Remembrance is a beautiful way to 
honor and remember loved ones who 
are no longer with us. 

Fall 2025 Major 
Fundraising Event

Date and Time TBD
Location TBD
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Fundraisers, private donations, 
and grants are the only source of 
revenue that keep our doors open.  
Community support is vital to our 
effort to realize our mission of 
providing others with a peaceful, 
dignified final journey. Our donors 
are an inestimably valuable part of 
our Aurora House family, and we 
earnestly appreciate each and every 
single one of you. Thank you!

$100–$499
Linda Alessi
Sandra Almekinder
Kathy Amato
Susan Anderson
Todd Anderson
Bill & Marie Armstrong
Janice Armstrong
Rose Arnold
Susan Balschmiter
Vicken & Julie Bannayan
Matthew Barczys
Richard & Patricia Bardwell
Kathleen Barnwell
Robert Baron
Felicia Barretta
Martha & Douglas Beales
Candee  Belmont
Donna Berke
Melinda Blaisdell Goodman 
Audrey Borger

2024 Donors* Dorothy Borgus
Al Borrelli
Jim Bozzard
Elaine & Alan Brant
Betty Brock
Peter & Joan Brundage
Tamara Bubb
Mary Burgess
Kim Burns
Matthew & Kelly Burris
Arden & Catina Campbell
Ronald Cancelmi
Brian & Brenda Carpenter
Elizabeth Chapman
Donald & Janet Charles
Karen Charnley
Greg Chase
Michael & Karen Chiarelli
Georgia Christ
Catherine Christy
Russell Church
Monroe Golf Club
Douglas & Ann Cole
Carole Colebeck
Beverly Compertore
Barbara Compitello 
Pamela Cooper
Frank & Jane Corrado
Alan Costanzo
Mary Couwenhoven
Janice Cozan
Ellen Crooks
Joanne & Tim Culver
Julie D’Angelo
Marlene Dattilo
Carol De Filippo
Beth Delpapa
Phyllis Dennis

Robert & Frances Denormand
Marie DeRitis
Michael DeVries
Mendal & Alberta Dick
Katie & Clayton Diez
Jeffrey & Kathleen Dillon
Tom Donaloio
Thomas Dyer
Kimberlee Edwards
Sandy Eichas
Donald & Mary Eggleston
Sandy & Rich Eggleston
Linda Ellis
Claudia Engel
Laura & David Evans
Bev Ewald
Jacquie Ewell
Brenda Ferris
Bill Fine
Adrienne Foos
Jim & Anita Fox
John & Elizabeth Gay
Pat Genberg
Lynn George
Jayne Gerega
Candy & Ken Gerew
Michele Gilman
Wendy & Leo Gottorff
Marge  Green
Linda & Michael Guerrie
Jeffrey Haight
Marian Halperin
Mark Hamer
Michael Heasley
Diane Heberger
Deborah Henretta
Nancy Hill Dean
Jean Hink

Bonnie Hockeborn
Donald & Michelle Hogan
Georgeanne Hogan
Frederick & Rosanne Holbrook
Tim + Calli Holley
Michelle Horton
Richard Horylev
Roberta Hossenlopp
Jamie Hulse
Peg Hurst
Cara & Nathan Hutchings
Sharon Jameson
Sabrina Jankowski
Jennifer Jopson
Martha Kaiser
Laurie Kalwas
Janice Kandor
Laurie Kastner
Laura Katerle
Patricia Kausch
Jane Kayser
Daniel Keenan
Jacqueline Keiser
Robin Khare
John & Claire Kilchenstein
Alice Kingdon
Michael & Mary Kinsky
Gail Klee
Amy Knuuti
Jeff & Wendy Koch
Mike & Kathy Kosciol
Kris Kremer
Eugene & Shirley Krenzer
Lisa Lanni
Anna Lanzatella
Sheila Laskowski
Teresa Levy
Stephanie Lewis
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Donors, Cont.

$100–$499 Cont. 
Mary Linder
Gary Link
Judith Lockwood
Michele  Long
Gene Loriot
Robert & Rosemary Lowden
Karen Ludwig
Megan Lyons
Christopher Lysy
Lona Mahaney
Tina Manfredi
Kristie Mark
Laura Markwick
James & Cathy Martin
Matthew Matteson
Hope Mazzaferro
Brotherhood MC
Davin Measic
John Measic
Kathleen Merriam
Ed & Peg Meyers
Cindy Mildenberger
Teresa Miller
Aleta Montante
Michele Monteforte
Michelle & David Moore
Robert & Laura Muhlbauer
Larry & Linda Muir
Barbara  Muller
Robert Mungerr
Joanna Newcombe
Mary Newman
Nannette Nocon

Tracy Northrup
Sharon & Dennis Nystrom
William O’Neal
Donna Okeen
Timothy Ouellette
Melva Owens
Elsa Pacheo
Frank & Serene Palozzi
Rosemary Paradis
Evelyn Pardington
Craig Parmele
Gary & Lynda Pasco
Mary Ellen & John Peck
John & Linda Pelin
Vincent & Robin Perrone
Donna & Tony Perry
Fred Petroske
Grace Pietak
Lori Pietrzykowski
Corrine Pimm
Daniel Pluta
Patricia Prince
Charles Pullaro
Barbara  Pum
Patti Quigley
Ivonne Racaniello
Peter & Donna Randazzo
Ana Reed
Kathy Reger
John Robb
Deborah Rowles
Robert Ruggles
Roger & Karen Sadowski
Bonita Salem
Linda Saller
James Sauers
Cheryl Sauter
Lisa Schlachter

William Schmerbeck
Sharon & Eric Schmidtmann
Sharon Schneider
Joe Schwartz
Jane Mead Schweikert
Robert Schwertfeger
Robert Shannon
Dan & Barb Sillick
Brenda & Terry Sisson
Roger Skurski
Elizabeth Smith
Randall & Karen Smith
Greg & Sue Smith
Tim & Martha Smith
Sam Soprano
Maria Stefanidis
Nancy Steger
Colette Stilson
Susan Sullivan
Lyle & Linda Tague
Patricia Tarentino
Jack Tedesco
Jacqueline Thornton-Praharaj
Jeff Bater & Tim Irving
Patricia Tindale
Kristin Tipton 
Wendy Uhl
Ryan & Lorene Versluis
Dennis Vogler
John Vogt
Lynette Wahl
Ann Lee Walker
Ronald & LuAnn Weinstein
Mary Williamee
Timothy  Williams
Wendy J Willis
Nancy Woodworth
Norman & Charlotte Wright

Peggy Young 
Adam Zamiara
Elizabeth Zimmer
Josephine Zingaro
Advantage Federal Credit Union
Ameriucan Baptist Churches
As I Live & Grieve
Besroi Roofing & Siding Co Inc
Black Button Distillery
Campomizzi Electric
Cellura DDS LLP
Churchville Moose Lodge #2244
Family Affair Crafts
First Congregational Church
First Presbyterian Church of Chili
Friends of CMAC
Gates Heating & Air Conditioning
George Eastman Museum
Geva Theatre
Graves Brothers Home Improvement
Hahn Automotive
Hunt Real Estate
Hunt Real Estate
Iron Smoke Distillery
Jag Construction Inc.
Jeffers & Birnie, CPA, P.C.
jojo Bistro & Wine Bar
King’s Audio Technologies LLC
Kingdom
Knights of Columbus Council 7707
L3Harris
Leo Bean & Sons Funeral Home
MSH Custom Fabrications
Ogden Building Services, Inc.
Pimm’s Lawn and Snow
RBTL 
Resch Auto Service Inc
Rochester Red Wings
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$5,000–$9,999
Carol Foley
Jacqueline Sperandio
Mirabella & Smith, LLC
West Herr Automotive Group

$10,000–$25,000
Hyong Rueping
Gerald Spotts

$30,000
Donald F. & Maxine B. 
Davison Foundation
Kilian J. & Caroline F. Schmitt Foundation

A huge thank you to our donors.
Aurora House relies on the 
generosity of our donors year 
after year and could not fulfill 
our mission without them.  

Donors, Cont.

$100–$499 Cont. 
Salvatore’s Pizza
Seneca Resorts & Casino
Snyder Wendel Pet Health, PLLC
Spencerport Family Apothecary
Spurr of Brockport
Squadron 330 SAL Ferris Goodridge
St. John Lutheran Church
St. John the Evangelist Church
St. Lawrence Church Inc.
St. Martin de Porres Parish
Stafford Country Club
Stettner Farm
Tax & Investment Group
Teamsters Local Union No. 118
The Gem Lab
The Rick Borrelli Team
Town of Ogden
Towne & Country Eyecare
Vail Agency
Vics of Spencerport, Inc.
Westside News, Inc.
Wilkins Insurance Agency
YMCA of Greater Rochester

$500–$999
John Alofs
Daniel Burgess
Christine Burke
Larry Carpenter
Pamela Chase
Kay Coe
Maryhelen Finn
Gene & Angela Foster

Bob & Joanne Frosino
John & Sue Goetz
Joan Graham
Adam Herman
Chris Jones 
Kathy Kanous
Carole Kanous
J Knowles
Donna Lorentz
Steve and Nancy Mancini
Rev. Jac & Carol Steves
Janet Stewart
Margaret Thompson
Brockport Free Methodist Church
Chili Family Dental PLLC
Follaco-Morey Giving Fund
HA Maier Farms
J. Williams Jewelers, Inc.
Marjorie A Smith, LCSW
ROC Memorials
Rochester Area Community Foundation
St. Pius Tenth Church
TCB Warehousing & Distribution Inc.
Van Bortel of Rochester
Vay Schleich Meeson Funeral home
Walker Brothers Funeral Home, Inc.
  
$1,000–$1,999
Rich Arnold
Patricia Boughter
Laurie Boughter
Laura Burgess
Doris Chick
Lisa Cromey
Jeff & Jean DeRuyter
John Epping
Rosemary Foos
Mary Graham

Marilyn Graham
Janet Irwin
Catherine Moore
Mary Tanner
Bill Vogel
Carol Whitbeck
Richard & Kathy Zuidema
Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust
Masonic Service Bureau of Greater 
Rochester, NY, Inc
Ogden Baptist Church
Purple Haze Farm
The Stowe Law Firm, LLC
Mission Health
Schum & Werner, PLLC

$2,000–$4,999
Gerald Christman
Nester Irizarry
Steven & Fraida Levinson
Sandra Nichols
Cindy Rush
Cindy Toenniessen
Felisa Turner
Paul Vangraafeiland
Margaret Weber
Brockport Elks Rider #2110
Charles J. & Burton S. August Family 
Foundation
Frank & Jean Iacovangelo Family 
Foundation Inc.
Lewis Tree Service Inc.
Snuggerys Pub (R.T.R.-8 LTD)
Spencerport Canal Days Inc.
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

Thank you!
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Aurora House offers the highest quality end of life care with a personal touch in a 
home-like setting for our residents and their loved ones, without financial obligation.  

We serve as a vital resource of support and education to those
facing grief and loss in our community.

Our Mission

Thank you for reading.
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